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FAQS: August 20, 2021 Public Health Order  
 
Q: I am the parent or guardian of a pre-kindergarten through grade six student. How do I request an 
exemption for my child from the August 20, 2021 Public Health Order?  
A:  The process depends on the exemption that you are requesting. 

1. Schools decide exemptions based on Individualized Education Plans, Section 504 Plans, Individualized 

Healthcare Plans or equivalent:   

“[T]his Order shall not apply to the following Persons: 
…Persons with developmental conditions of any age attending school for whom it has been demonstrated 
that the use of a face covering would inhibit the person's access to education. These are limited to persons 
with an Individualized Education Plan, Section 504 Plan, Individualized Healthcare Plan or equivalent.  

How does a parent or guardian request this exemption?  
Parents and guardians submit this request to their child’s school district.  

 
Who decides the request?  
The school district determines if your child qualifies for this exemption. The exemption is limited 
to persons with an Individualized Education Plan, Section 504 Plan, Individualized Healthcare 
Plan or equivalent. 
 

2. A Medical Doctor (MD) or Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine (DO), currently licensed to practice 
medicine in the State of Michigan, decides exemptions based upon medical reasons: 

 
“[T]his Order shall not apply to the following Persons: 
…Persons who have a medical reason confirmed in writing from a Medical Doctor (MD) or 
Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine (DO) currently licensed to practice medicine in the State of 
Michigan. 
 
How does a parent or guardian request this exemption?  
Speak with your child’s Medical Doctor (MD) or Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine (DO) currently 
licensed to practice medicine in the State of Michigan to see if there is a medical reason for an 
exemption.  
 
The doctor decides in his or her professional medical judgment whether your child has a medical 
condition that would exempt your child from the Order’s requirements. The doctor must confirm 
this in writing. The doctor must be a Medical Doctor (MD) or Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine 
(DO) currently licensed to practice medicine in the State of Michigan.  
 
What is my next step if the doctor provides written confirmation? 
Next, bring the written confirmation to your child’s school district. The school district may only 
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accept it if it covers all of the requirements: 

• It is signed by an MD or DO currently licensed in Michigan  

• Confirming in writing  

• The patient has a medical reason to be exempt from the Order. 
 
Will the Health Department review a doctor’s denial of a medical exemption? 
No. There is no appeal to the Kent County Health Department of doctor’s denial of a patient’s 
request for an exemption. 

 
  May a school district accept a “medical exemption” signed by a parent or guardian? 

No. The Order requires the certification be signed by a Medical Doctor (MD) or Doctor of 
Osteopathic Medicine (DO) currently licensed to practice medicine in the State of Michigan.  
  
 

Q:  Is there an exemption that applies only to teachers? 
A:  Yes, one exemption applies only to teachers: 
 

“[T]his Order shall not apply to the following Persons: 
… Vaccinated teachers who are working with children who are hard of hearing or students with 
developmental conditions who benefit from facial cues. 

 
Who decides if this exemption applies?  
The school district decides. The district determines if (1) the teacher is vaccinated and (2) the 
teacher’s assignment is working with children who are hard of hearing or students with 
developmental conditions who benefit from facial cues. 
 
If the school district decides that this exemption applies for my child’s teacher, does my child 
automatically have an exemption under this section? 
No, this section applies only to the teacher. The process for student requests is discussed above. 

 
Q: Are there any other exemptions? 
A: Yes, there are two additional exemptions. These do not need a parent request. The order does not apply to: 

1. Persons in the act of eating or drinking. 
2. Persons under the age of four years; however, supervised masking is recommended for children who 
are at least two years of age. 
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